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FROM: Kika de la Garza
WASHINGTON. D C -- The House Appropriations Committee
has added $2.1 million to the Agriculture Appropriations bill for
Fiscal Year 1973 to initiate the cooperative U S - Mexico
Screwworm Program during the coming year, Rep de la Garza
announced today.
The $2.1 million will be used to move the barrier south
into Mexico representing a major step toward the ultimate elimination
of serewworms in the major portion of Mexico and the subsequent
establishment of a sterile fly barrier zone at the Isthmus of
Tehuantepec, the South Texan said.
In addition to the money for the new cooperative program,
the House Appropriations Committee added $500,000 to the Administration's
request to meet the immediate needs to restrain the recent explosive
outbreak of screwworms in the southwest. This money will be added to
the existing $7,178,600 in the budgeted funds making a total of
$9,778,600 ,for 'tMCWCl'Sl1 cost of the screwworm program, de la Garza
said. The House is expected to meet on the report later this week.
Rep de la Garza applauded the action of the Appropriations
Committee saying that he has urged expansion of the program to take
care of the infestation requirements for a long time.
